June 15, 2021

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0A6

Dear Prime Minister:

Thank you for your service on behalf of Canadians.

As a group of 52 survivors of sexual exploitation and 158 stakeholders from Canada and 11
other countries, we are writing to ask you to support the Protection of Communities and
Exploited Persons Act (PCEPA). As you are likely aware, on March 30, 2021, a constitutional
challenge of six key provisions of PCEPA was filed. The laws being challenged, including laws
that prohibit sex buying, pimping, recruitment, brothel keeping and advertising the sale of
another person's sexual services, are aimed at those whose behaviour is predatory in nature.

Paid sexual access to women’s bodies is not legitimate business. Prostitution is inherently
violent and exploitative. It is a system that profits from the abuse of women, girls and boys.

PCEPA recognizes that prostitution is a form of exploitation and systemic violence against
women, and a significant barrier to equality between the sexes. It recognizes that most
individuals in prostitution are not there by way of freely given choice, but rather as a result of
poverty, marginalization, racialization, abuse, coercion, or other systemic issues.

We support PCEPA’s approach, which makes the purchase of sex illegal in Canada, while those
who are being prostituted are not subject to criminal charges.

Buying sex is not and should not be inevitable in our society. There is no right to buy sex, but
women do have a right to equality, and to live free from violence and exploitation. Research
shows the most effective way to curb sexual exploitation is to target the demand for paid sex.
PCEPA is an effective and essential tool in fighting sexual exploitation and human trafficking. It
also helps to create a safer country for all girls and women.



We urge you to defend the law, because itis an essential step forward in the fight against
commercial sexual exploitation, and to ensure that PCEPA is upheld and enforced across the
country.

It is also essential that those who are prostituted be provided with viable options and
alternatives. Prostitution must never be accepted as a solution to female poverty. Canada must
address the social conditions that drive individuals to prostitution or make them vulnerable to
it. One of these conditions is economic vulnerability — which has been heightened during the
current pandemic. As such, we urge the government to consider strengthening support services
to assist individuals at risk of being exploited by the sex industry.

We must also ensure renewed and ongoing support for programs and services to assist
individuals exiting prostitution. Please committo long-term sustained federal funding so that
every individual who wants to exit prostitution has access to the resources and supports they
need.

Article 9.5 of the Palermo Protocol, which Canada ratified in 2002, obligates countries to “adopt
or strengthen legislative or other measures ... to discourage the demand that fosters all forms
of exploitation of persons, especially women and children, that leads to

trafficking.”! With PCEPA, Canada has shown leadership in addressing the demand that drives
sexual exploitation. Justice demands that we not move backwards.

Sincerely,

52 survivors of sexual exploitation and 158 stakeholders from 12 countries

C.C.

The Hon. David Lametti, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada
The Hon. Bill Blair, Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness
The Hon. Erin O’Toole, Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party

Mr. Jagmeet Singh, Leader of the New Democratic Party

Mr. Yves-Francois Blanchet, Leader of the Bloc Quebecois

Ms. Annamie Paul, Leader of the Green Party

1 https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/protocoltraffickinginpersons.aspx
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CANADA

Kristen Lobay

Survivor of Sexual Exploitation,
Sexualassault crisis response
volunteer/advocate, Sexual
Assault Discussion Initiative
Workshop Facilitator, Youth
Program Facilitator in schools,
Survivor's Hope Crisis Centre

Casandra Diamond

Survivor of Sexual Exploitation,
Founder & Executive Director,
BridgeNorth Women's
Mentorship & Advocacy Service

Robin Zilberg
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation,
SAVIS Halton

Michelle Abel
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation,
Advocate

Amanda Cormier
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation

AngelaMorris

Survivor of Sexual Exploitation,
Founder, Eléve Coaching
Services

Katarina Macleod

Executive Director, Survivor of
Sexual Exploitation, Rising
Angels

Liz Lister
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation

Rachel Manichoose
Survivor Leader

Traci Johnston
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation

SIGNATORIES

Trisha Baptie

Survivor of Sexual Exploitation
& Community Engagement
Coordinator, EVE - formerly
Exploited Voices now Educating

April Eve Wiberg

MMEIP (Missing, Murdered &
Exploited Indigenous Peoples)
Survivor-Advocate, Founder,
Stolen Sisters & Brothers Action
Movement

Lucia Lorini
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation

Cheyenne Jones
Survivor Leader, Cheyenne
Jones Consulting

Jasmine De Fina

Survivor Leader, Human
Trafficking Expert, SafeHope
Home, Victim Services

Amy Wing
Survivor of Commercial Sexual
Exploitation

Andrea Heinz
Exited Woman

Jackie McLennan

Survivor of Sexual Exploitation,
PeerSupport Worker, Outreach,
The Salvation Army Correctional
& Justice Services

Trish Oliver

Survivor of Sexual Exploitation,
Canadian Women for Sex-Based
Rights

Alexandra Stevenson
Survivor Leader, Public Speaker

Cindy Coon
Parent of a Trafficked Minor
Daughter, Parents Hope

Kelly Tallon Franklin

Survivor Leader, Chief Executive
Director, Courage for Freedom,
Chairpersonfor Business &
Professional Women Canada

Sheri Gilmour

Indigenous Trauma Informed
Worker, Ontario Native
Women’s Association

Nikita Ferreira
Founder/Executive Director,
FREE - Finding Resources and
Education for Everyone

Katelyn Pankratz
Executive Director, We Thrive
Foundation for Freedom

Eleanor Cowan
Retired Canadian Teacher

Natalie Boisvert
Survivor Care Advisor,
Fight4Freedom

Caroline Pugh-Roberts
PeerSupport Outreach Program
Supervisor, Salvation Army

Megan Blake
Student

Isobel Lippers
Pastor, The Salvation Army

Shon Mclaren

Executive Director, Inner City
Women’s Ministries
International



Jean Gurr
Retired Teacher

Darl Wood

University Professor &
Psychotherapist, Service with
Pride LGBA

Chera Adams
Supervisor, Dakota Ojibway
Child & Family Services

Alaina Driedger
Regional Director, Safe Families
Edmonton

PennyRankin
Past President, Montreal
Council of Women

Lorilee Sharpe
Lawyerworking with victims,
Sharpe Law

Megan Walker
Executive Director, London
Abused Women’s Centre

Jenniffer MacKinnon
Supportive Housing Worker

JessicaOrtiz
Survivor Care Director,
Fight4Freedom

Tim Prathipati
Social Worker

Mike Sulja
Ambassador, Rescue 1Global

Viona Dixon
Human Trafficking Activist,
Eyes Open International

Danielle Pelletier
Counsellor, Youturn Youth
SupportServices

Grace Balbutin
Program Coordinator, Asian
Women for Equality Society

Deborah Anderson
Social Worker, Kinosao Sipi
Minisowin Agency

Gail Neff

Past President, Canadian
Federation of University
Women St. Catharines

HillaKerner
Collective Member, Vancouver
Rape Relief & Women's Shelter

Deb Stanbury
Executive Director, ARISE
Ministry

Jeanne Sarson
Co-Founder, Persons Against
Non-State Torture

Tiana Sharifi
Founder, Sexual Exploitation
Education

Jackie Reimer
Program Director/Founder,
Next Step Ministries

Emma Windsor-Liscombe
Artist & Activist, JUST Project

Erin Metcalf

Divisional Secretary for Children
& Youth, Alberta & Northern
Territories Division, Salvation
Army

Linda Shuto
Retired Teacher & Member,
Women’s Space Vancouver

Brittany McGuire
Social Service Provider

ChelseyBoudreau
Child & Youth Worker, Metis
Child &Family Services Society

Glendyne Gerrard
Director, Defend Dignity

Ryan Shanks
Executive Director, Men Ending
Trafficking

Randene Hardy

Founding Member, Vancouver
Collective Against Sexual
Exploitation

Rachele Lamont

National Modern Slavery &
Human Trafficking Coordinator -
Canada and Bermuda, Salvation
Army

Mike Fischhoff
Executive Director,
Fight4Freedom

Marilyn Evans
Founder & Director, Parents
Aware

Grace Balfour

Social Worker, Sexual
Exploitation Awareness Team
Norway House

Jaclyn Chang
Youth Worker

May Saied
Advocate Counselor, London
Abused Women's Centre

Rembrandt Vlasblom
Founder, Freedom 8848

Joy Smith
Founder, The Joy Smith
Foundation



Laurie Maracle
Ontario Native Women’s
Association

Jocelyn Monsma Selby
Chair, Connectingto Protect

Pamela Rubin

Trauma Therapist, Nova
Scotians forthe Prevention of
Prostitution & Human
Trafficking

Jennifer Lewis
Nurse

PennyFlaro
Spiritual Care Coordinator, The
Lifeworthy Project

GloriaGarvie

Prevention & Awareness
Program Founder, ROOTS of
Character

Cliff Wiebe

Executive Director, The
Salvation Army Community
Services Calgary

Pascale Colucci
Walk For Freedom Windsor-
Essex County

Marlene Adam
Member, Vancouver Collective
Against Sexual Exploitation

Savelia Curniski
President, NASHI

Kylee Nixon

Mental Health Therapist,
Clinical Social Worker,
Edmonton Women & Allies
Against the Sex Industry

Brian McConaghy
Founding Director, Ratanak
International

Sharon Roy

Planning & Operations
Coordinator, Ally Global
Foundation

Stacey Schwartz
Victim/Survivor Advocate

Gladys Mok
International Associate
Director, Fight4Freedom

Brenda Mann

Member, Canadian Council of
Churches Working Group on
Sexual Exploitation

Kelsi Wind
Massage Parlour Outreach
Lead, Next Step Ministries

Dawn Riddoch
Office Manager, Safehope
Home

Susan Smyth
Registered Nurse, Vancouver
Women’s Space

Mary Joy Lovering
Executive Director, Community
Integration Services Society

Michele Hines
Counsellor, Salvation Army
Correctional & Justice Services

Aura Burditt
Chair, London Anti Human
Trafficking Coalition

KathleenKing
Independent Advocate, Missing
Cara

JenniferPotter
Founder, 4:one Oakville

Linda MacDonald
Human Rights Activist, Persons
Against Non-State Torture

Louise Froese
Founder, The Journey

Lily Moric

International Advocacy
Assistant, International Centre
on Sexual Exploitation

Tanya Folkema
Advocate/Counsellor, London
Abused Women's Centre

JenHale
Youth Worker, The Salvation
Army

Carole Anne Soong

Retired Social Worker,
University Women’s Club of
Vancouver

Theresa Jenkins
Executive Director, RESET
Society of Calgary

Kerri Isham
Certified Sexual Health
Educator, Power Up Education

Yawen Jiang
Health Care Worker

George McGregor
Interim Executive Director, Next
Step Ministries

Melodie Bissell
President, Plan to Protect



Kristie Pearson

Volunteer Chair of Fundraising
Committee, Clan Mothers
Healing Village & Knowledge
Centre

Rafaela Diaz
Founder, Arréter
ExploitationHub

Emily Slotegraaf
Counseling Department
Director, Fight4Freedom

Susan Johnson

Member, Canadian Council of
Churches Working Group on
Sexual Exploitation

Erin Fehr
Social Worker

Hennes Doltze

Chief Strategy & Development
Officer, Forward House
Ministries

Lou McCurdy
Member, Vancouver Collective
Against Sexual Exploitation

Tiffany Marshall

Divisional Director of Women's
Ministries, The Salvation Army
Prairie Division

Becky Bradbury
Director of Initiatives, Next Step
Ministries

Cheryl Craig
President, PeelRegional Labour
Council

Andrea Smith
Executive Director, The Sims
Foundation

Bonnie Peloski

Co-chair forthe Interlake Sexual
Exploitation Educators,
Interlake-Eastern Regional
Health Authority

Elizabeth Fraser
Educator, Canadian Federation
of University Women

Doris Hall
Member, London Anti-Human
Trafficking Coalition

David Maracle
Support Worker

Louisa Plavic
Bank Manager, EQB

Megan Clarke
Children & Youth Program
Assistant, The Salvation Army

Naomi Holland
Owner, Redeemed With
Purpose

Janelle Tabangcura
Director, Fight4Freedom

Michael Roy
Volunteer/Activist, VAP Society

Randi Firth
Youth Worker, Department of
Community Service

Pierre Beauregard
Advocate, ControlePorno

Amanda Paananen
Educator

Lucille Harper

Retired Executive Directorof a
Women's Centre, Feminists
Fighting Femicide

Christine McDowell
Feminist, RememberOurSisters
Everywhere

Lynette Bondarchuk
Executive Director, EdOmonton
Small Press Assn

Suzette Cullen
Volunteer, Vancouver Rape
Relief & Women’s Shelter

Kuo hui Wang
Youth leader

Tracy Dempsey-Reid
Community & Family Services,
The Salvation Army Stratford-St.
Mary’s Regional Community
Ministries

Annette Turgeon
Counselor, Vancouver Collective
Against Sexual Exploitation

Hanna Rouw
Social Worker, Salvation Army

Allison Alvares
Volunteer, Defend Dignity

Karen Stepko

Member, Canadian Council of
Churches Working Group on
Sexual Exploitation

GordonRice
Health Care Aide, Salvation
Army

Sarah Rocha
Mobilization Director,
Fight4Freedom

Orla Hegarty
Founder, NLFeminists & Allies



David DePoe

Guidance Counselordealing
with sexualassault &
exploitation, Toronto District
School Board

Linda Luptak
Nurse

Justinvan Oeveren

Social Worker, The Salvation
Army Correctional and Justice
Services

WendyHayhoe
Street & Parlour Ministry,
Fight4Freedom

Julia Beazley
Director, Public Policy, The
Centre for Faith & Public Life

Michelle Miller

Secretary, Canadian Council of
Churches Working Group on
Sexual Exploitation

Esther Tsang
Volunteer, Defend Dignity

Sharon Tidd
AreaCommander, The Salvation
Army

Brianna Wills
Support Worker, Bethesda
Christian Association

Holly Glew
Social Worker/Supporter

Tyrone McKenzie
Spiritual Care Coordinator, The
Lighthouse Supported Living

Johanne Jutras
Etudiante ensanté sexuelle,
Université Laval

Robin MacKenzie
Ally Supporter, Clan Mother’s
Healing Centre

Mike McLennan

Resource Coordinator, New
Directions for Children, Youth &
Families

Ria Arora
Social Worker, Ryerson
University

Viren Shilwant
Volunteer, Defend Dignity

Erin Marshall
Community Engagement, The
Salvation Army

Tami Sulja
Thailand Missionary
Ambassador, Rescue 1Global

Maureen Kehler
Volunteer, Next Step Ministries

Ginette Armoogan
Pastoral Care Director,
Fight4Freedom

Taylor Poor

Community Ministries
Coordinator, The Salvation
Army

Cathy Davis
Retired Paralegal

Rachel Rozak
Nursing Manager, Salvation
Army

Christine Masheen
Healthcare Professional,
University of Toronto

Dawn Green
Sexual Exploitation Youth
Counsellor, DCS

AUSTRALIA

Simone Watson

Director & Survivor Leader,
Nordic Model Australia
Coalition

Liz Walker
Educator & Advocate, Youth
Wellbeing Project

Caitlin Roper
Campaigns Manager, Collective
Shout

CHILE

Cristina Quintanilla
Physician

GERMANY

Viktoria Kirikova
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation,
Network Ella

Solveig Senft
Networking & Communication
Manager, Sisters for the Exit
from Prostitution! E.V.

HUNGARY

Agnes Martoni

Director, The Centre forthe
Study of New Security
Challenges Kft

NEW ZEALAND

Bob McCoskrie
National Director, Family First
New Zealand

NIGERIA



Udeme Akpan
Social Worker, Network Against
DomesticViolence Foundation

PHILIPPINES

Rachelle Ann Dayo
Social Worker, Fight4Freedom

SWEDEN

Isabel Tingberg
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation,
#intedinhora

Alex Nordenberg
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation,
#intedinhora

GabriellaKarnekull Wolfe
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation,
#tintedinhora

Sara Lindstrom
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation,
#tintedinhora

Cassandra Hedberg
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation
& Board Member, #intedinhora

Linnea Eriksson
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation

Norea Larsson
#tintedinhora

Josephine Appelqvist
Founder, Talita

Anna Sander
Founder, Talita

Stephanie Thogersen
Policy Officer, Swedish
Women's Lobby

Ida Ostensson

Director, Communication &
Advocacy, Child10

Hanna Nordberg
Social Worker, Unizon

PeterSoderstrom
Co-Founder & Board Member,
Another Development
Foundation

Maria Dufva
Author, Changing Attitudes

Rebecka Andersson
Secretary General, Unizon

Maria Ahlin
CEO, Changing Attitudes

Meghan Donevan
Research Director, Talita
UKRAINE

OlenaZaitseva
Lawyer, Democracy
Development Center

UNITED KINGDOM

Rebecca Mott
Survivor of Indoor Prostitution,
Writer, Nordic ModelNow

Elizabeth Gordon

Artist, Activist, Survivor NST,
FiLiA

Anna Fisher

Chair, Nordic ModelNow!

Petrina Montrose
Activist

Mary Sharpe
CEO, The Reward Foundation
Jude Dodds

Dr, Sheffield Feminist Network

Darryl Mead
Chair, The Reward Foundation

UNITED STATES

Emily Boughton
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation

Heather Scalzi
Survivor of Sexual Exploitation

Staci Sprout

Social Worker, Survivor of
Sexual Exploitation, Recontext
Media

Autumn Burris
Founding CEO, Survivors for
Solutions

Michael Shively

Senior Advisoron Research &
Data Analysis, National Center
on Sexual Exploitation

Gail Dines
President, Culture Reframed

Robert Jensen
Emeritus Professor, University
of Texas at Austin

Bo Beatty
Co-Founder, Traffick Jam Live

Mary Bawden
Founder/CEO, Dance
Awareness: No Child Exploited

Dawn Hawkins
CEO, National Centeron Sexual
Exploitation

Donna Hughes
Professor, University of Rhode
Island



