
The
Canadian

Parliamentary 
Process 

Step 1:
Introduction &
First Reading

Step 2:
Second Reading

Step 3: 
Committee

Stage

Step 4:
Report Stage

Step 5: 
Third Reading

Step 6:
Senate

Step 7:
Royal Assent

 The bill is introduced in
the House of Commons.
At this stage, there’s no

debate - it’s just
presented.

Members of
Parliament debate the
main idea of the bill. If

they agree, it gets sent
to a committee.

A small group of MPs
studies the bill closely.

They can hear from
experts and everyday

people, suggest changes,
and then send it back to

the House.

MPs look at the
committee’s changes
and can suggest more

adjustments. MPs debate and
vote on the final

version of the
bill.

The Senate repeats the
same process -

introduction, debate,
committee, changes,

and a final vote.

If both the House of
Commons and Senate

agree, the Governor
General gives final

approval. At this point,
the bill officially

becomes law.

MP = Member of Parliament (Federal)

This process reflects a Bill
that was introduced in the

House of Commons by a
Federal Member of

Parliament.
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A small group of MPs
studies the bill closely.
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introduction, debate,
committee, changes,

and a final vote.

If both the House of
Commons and Senate

agree, the Governor
General gives final

approval. At this point,
the bill officially

becomes law.

MP = Member of Parliament (Federal)

This process reflects a Bill
that was introduced in the

House of Commons by a
Federal Member of

Parliament.

Bill S-209 started in
the Senate. This means

that a Senator
introduced the Bill,

rather than a Member
of Parliament.



The
Senate 
Process

Step 1:
Introduction &
First Reading

Step 2:
Second Reading

Step 3: 
Committee

Stage

Step 4:
Report Stage &
Third Reading

Step 5: 
House of

Commons

The House
of

Commons
Process

Step 7:
Royal Assent

 The bill is introduced in
the Senate. At this stage,

there’s no debate - it’s
just presented.

Senators debate the
main idea of the bill. If

they agree, it gets sent
to a committee.

A small group of Senators
studies the bill closely.

They can hear from
experts and everyday

people, suggest changes,
and then send it back to

the Senate.

The Committee reports
back to the Senate.

Senators debate again,
consider any proposed
changes and then vote

on the Bill.
If the Bill passes

in the Senate,
then the Bill is

sent to the
House of

Commons.

The House of Commons
repeats the same

process - introduction,
debate, committee,
changes, and a final

vote.

If both the House of
Commons and Senate

agree, the Governor
General gives final

approval. At this point,
the bill officially

becomes law.

When a Bill is
introduced in the

Senate, it goes
through a different,
yet similar, process.

Bill S-209 is currently
headed to a Senate
Committee in Fall

2025.


